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Meet the Co-Hosts
EMILY NEJAD
BON VIVANT CAKES 
Emily Nejad is the founder and head 
designer at Bon Vivant Cakes, Chicago’s 
go-to for artful, fun, fondant-free 
desserts. Emily launched Bon Vivant 
in 2016 and has been perfecting 
her signature style ever since. Think 
toweringly tall cakes with colorful 
marbled swiss meringue buttercream, 
decorated with anything and everything 
lavish: edible lace, cookies, flowers, 
handcrafted chocolate crowns, lollipops, 
and lots of sprinkles. Emily’s work has 
graced the covers of Chicago’s Redeye 
and Chicago Woman Magazine, where 
she was named one of Chicago’s 10 
influential women in food. Bon Vivant’s 
pop-up donut and cake decorating 
classes have been featured by brands 
like Macy’s and West Elm, along with 
countless other restaurants and 
boutiques in and around Chicago. Emily 
lives and works in Chicago’s Albany Park 
neighborhood.

NATALIA CANINO
Natalia Canino is a freshman at Nazareth 
Academy. She joined Girl Scouts when 
she was in kindergarten as a Daisy. 
Throughout her time as a Girl Scout she 
has earned her Bronze and Silver Awards. 
Natalia was Emily Nejad’s mentee at 
Smart Cookies: Chefs Above the Rest 
in 2018. Natalia went to the Bon Vivant 
Cakes studio where she baked with Emily 
and learned about her journey in owning 
her own culinary business. Now, they 
further their relationship by hosting this 
year’s Smart Cookies: Savoring Science! 

PROGRAM

EVENING HOSTED BY 
Emily Nejad | Founder and Head Designer at Bon Vivant Cakes

Natalia Canino | Girl Scout Cadette

WELCOME & RXBAR PROGRAM SPOTLIGHT
Nancy Wright | Chief Executive Officer

Ava Deutsch | Girl Scout Cadette

SUPPORT OUR GIRLS
Zahra Lalani | Associate Board President

INGREDION PROGRAM SPOTLIGHT
Emily Nejad and Natalia Canino

Girl Scout Cadettes

LAST CHANCE TO SUPPORT!
Robert Gale, Associate Board Vice President

SILENT AUCTION CLOSES
8:30 p.m.

CLOSING REMARKS
Zahra Lalani | Associate Board President

Robert Gale | Associate Board Vice President
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Girl Scouts and RXBAR
Girl Scouts Carlie and Ava spent a day 
at RXBAR learning about the science of 
cooking and food development. They 
worked closely with food scientists in 
the research and innovation department 
who taught these engaged Girl Scouts 
about potential career paths in the food 
science industry, all through hands-on 
activities including making their own 
customized RXBARs! The dedicated 
RXBAR women mentored Carlie and 
Ava, teaching them about the varied 
paths in the food science industry 
and expanding their knowledge about 
potential new careers. Both girls walked 
away with a deeper interest in culinary 
science and stronger entrepreneurial 
leadership skills. Talk with Carlie and Ava 
to hear them share what they learned! 



smart cookies: savoring science programs smart cookies: savoring science programs

Ingredion Chef Nelson Serrano-Bahri and three culinary entrepreneurs 
hosted Girl Scouts at The Hatchery and led a day of interactive learning 
that included breaking down the food science behind a chocolate 
chip cookie and testing ingredient adjustments. The Hatchery chefs 
mentored Girl Scouts to work through their scientific approach to product 
development and how they adapt to consumer needs in an ever-changing 
market. Girls were able to tour the facility, hear from chefs about the 
challenges of launching a new business, and work in the chef kitchens to 
see first-hand how the space cultivates culinary talent. 

Girl Scouts and Ingredion



silent auction

Support Smart Cookies: Savoring Science by bidding on the silent auction! 
Text “Cookies19” to 52182 to see these three items

and the many more we have to offer tonight!

Text “Cookies19” to 52182 to bid on items 
and to make a donation to support the event.

I N S P I R E .

D R E A M .

B E L O N G.

©2018 DINERS CLUB INTERNATIONAL LTD

Diners Club International® proudly supports Girl Scouts 

GCNWI and their commitment to programs that inspire 

girls to have the confidence to follow their dreams and 

the courage to make the world a better place.



silent auction

Support Smart Cookies: Savoring Science by bidding on the silent auction! 
Text “Cookies19” to 52182 to see these three items

and the many more we have to offer tonight!

Chef’s Night Out at Eataly
•	 Two seats to a demonstration 
cooking class

VALUE: $190

Blackhawks Sports Package
•	 Two (2) 300 Level Tickets to a 2019-20 

Regular Season Game

•	 Brandon Saad autographed jersey

•	 Duncan Keith autographed picture

•	 Connor Murphy autographed picture

VALUE: Priceless

VIP Experience: wndr museum
•	 VIP entry for Chicago’s wndr museum is 

an immersive art experience that explores 
wonder through play.

•	 The experience features five minutes of 
private access to the museum’s Kusama 
Infinity Mirror Room, the first Kusama Infinity 
Mirror Room to ever be displayed in Chicago.

VALUE: $2,500

Text “Cookies19” to 52182 to bid on items 
and to make a donation to support the event.



thank you to our sponsors!

is proud to sponsor 
Girl Scouts of Greater Chicago 
and Northwest Indiana.

MBRES.COM

We’re only as strong as our community. 
MB Real Estate believes in actively supporting 
organizations whose work make Chicago, 
and our world, a better place.

Sponsors as of September 10, 2019



platinum presenting sponsor

gold sponsor

silver sponsors

Au
Gold

196.967

79

Pt
Platinum

195.08

78

Fe
Iron

55.847

26

Austin Waldron 

iron sponsors
Ann Logue and Rik Lantz Ashdon Farms/QSP

Ag
Silver

107.868

47

Cu
Copper
63.546

29

copper sponsors
Anonymous

thank you to our sponsors!

is proud to sponsor 
Girl Scouts of Greater Chicago 
and Northwest Indiana.

MBRES.COM

We’re only as strong as our community. 
MB Real Estate believes in actively supporting 
organizations whose work make Chicago, 
and our world, a better place.

Carla Michelotti
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OFFICERS
PRESIDENT 

Kathy Scherer 
Business Tax Services 
Deloitte Tax LLP 

1ST VICE PRESIDENT 

Josephine M. Bahl 
EY 

2ND VICE PRESIDENT 

Jennifer M. Mikulina 
McDermott Will & 
Emery LLP 

3RD VICE PRESIDENT 

Sherina Maye Edwards 
Quarles & Brady LLP 

TREASURER 

Kevin P. McDonnell 
McDonnell & Associates 

SECRETARY 

Sidney Dillard  
Loop Capital Markets 

EX-OFFICIO MEMBER 
Nancy L. Wright 
Ex-Officio Member/CEO 
Girl Scouts GCNWI

MEMBERS
Duke Alden 
Alight Solutions 

Pat Aluisi 
MB Real Estate 

Theresa Boland 
KPMG 

Jennifer R. Evans 
CIBC 

Adrienne Fasano 
Cushman & Wakefield 

Traci Fiatte 
Randstad US 

Anna Gomez 
Leo Burnett 

Christine Heinrich 
ArcelorMittal 

Maureen Jamrock 

Christina Konieczka 
Ingredion Incorporated 

Julie Marcello 
Marsh 

Ann McAloon  
Bank of America Merrill 
Lynch 

Carla Michelotti  
Carla Michelotti, LLC 

Tracie D. Morris 
BMO Financial Group 

Carol Murphy 
AON Risk Solutions 

Suellen Ravanas 
JLL Americas 

Kimberly R. Reome 
The Kenrich Group, LLC 

Scott C. Saunders  
HAVI 

Hille Sheppard 
Sidley Austin LLP 

Violet Sistovaris  
NIPSCO 

Manika Turnbull 
Blue Cross Blue Shield of 
Illinois 

Austin Waldron 

Monica M. Weed 
Navigant Consulting, Inc. 

Sheryl L. Yasger 
Discover Financial 
Services / Discover 
Global Network 

GIRL 
REPRESENTATIVES 
Nooriyah Doriwala 
Samantha Farmer 
Elizabeth Gonzalez 
Zamyah Holmes 
Gianna Imbarrato 
Lia McGavin 
Julia Olson

Board of Directors Associate Board



OFFICERS
PRESIDENT

Zahra Lalani
Conway Mackenzie

Vice President
Robert Gale
Merrill Lynch, Pierce, 
Fenner & Smith 
Incorporated

SECRETARY

Amanda Modelski
Dremel DigiLab

MEMBERS
Laura Budzinski
Peoples Gas

Misse Daniel
Honey Bee Weddings

Alyssa Ferrando
CNA Financial

Mercedes E. Harris
Farr Associates

Bianca Langford
Google

Devyn Manschot
Stericycle

April Morgan
Chicago Transit Authority

Nakhia C. Morrissette
Solar Energies Industries 
Association

Kara Nally
ContiLaw LLC

Carolyn Potts
Crown Equipment 
Corporation

Laura Rossi
EY

Robyn N. Singleton
The Chicago Urban 
League

Jodie Minton Skoropad
ShowingTime

Suzy Smyth
Exponent

Natasha W. Stewart
Mortenson

Julia Suprock
AECOM

Vanessa Valdez
EY

Jeannine Villarreal
Deloitte
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Donate today 
Give Back to Girl Scouts
See how your dollars make a difference in girls’ lives. 

Send a girl to Camp CEO where she’ll be 
mentored by a top female professional 

Broaden a girl’s horizons through her 
first independent travel journey 

Send a Girl Scout team to a local LEGO 
Robotics tournament 

Provide a troop in need the opportunity 
to start their Girl Scout journeys 

Ignite a girl’s passion for STEM at 
cybersecurity day camp 

Introduce a girl to a career in law at a 
Project Law Track program 

Empower a troop to give back through a 
girl-led community service project 

$1,000 

$750 

$500 

$250 

 $100 

$75 

 $50 

Text COOKIES19 to 52182 to make a donation 
and see our silent auction items!


